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In addition, state forest land generates taxable income for counties. The 
counties receive one-half of every dollar generated from state timber sales 
and leases. This money is distribumd to school districts and townships in 
the same manner as taxes. 

In recent years, state money returned to two southeast counties has 
exceeded the amount which would have been collected in taxes. Studies 
indicate that, over time, state-forest-generated monies will exceed expected 
tax revenues in the forest counties. Why? Primarily because future supply 
and demand projections for timber products indicate that well-managed 
hardwood stands can become high-value crops if produced for furniture, 
lumber, veneer, and firewood for future energy needs. 

Q. Can the Division of Forestry continue to manage the land it is 
responsible for? 

A. Like any public agency, the DNR must cope with a budget that may 
fluctuate from year to year. Over the years - some very lean! - the 
Division of Forestry has accomplished a great deal, including: 
• Over 100 erosion-control structures on state land 
• Nearly 150 timber stand improvement projects 
• 50 miles of recreational trails 
• 7,680 rods of fencing 
• Nearly $1 million in timber and fuelwood sales 
• 1.5 million trees planted 
• 2 miles of stream bank stabilization 

Less visible than these accomplishments is the behind-the-scenes work 
that is essential to a sound forest management program. Timber stands 
must be inspected and Forestry lands must be inventoried. This enables 
foresters to prescribe specific management projects for a specific stand - a 
kind of prescription for improving the health of a woodland. 

Well-managed timber 
stands are money
in-the-bank come 
harvest time. 



Q. Is it profitable for a private landowner to manage his or her land 
for timber production? 

A. Foresters want to help landowners manage their lands for timber. 
By studying projections of timber growth on a good site with proper 
management, and basing these on economic trends, foresters are able to 
predict profits landowners can expect. For example, the gross return 
projections for oak. An average 4. 7 percent rate of return on an 
investment in older stands (greater than 50 years) is predicted. This profit 
margin is low because older, unmanaged stands do not respond quickly to 
timber stand improvement operations. In more favorable situations, up to 
16 percent rate-of-return is possible. 

Certainly, low-quality timber does not yield much profit and it may take 
many years to improve the productivity of the stand. Perhaps this fact may 
explain the reluctance of landowners to invest in their woodlands. 

Q. What kinds of forest management assistance are available to 
landowners? 

A. The Division of Forestry administers the Private Forest 
Management Program (PFM) which provides free technical advice to 
woodland owners upon written request. 

A DNR Forester will examine your woodland, prepare a management 
plan according to your objectives, designate timber to be cut, scale or 
measure the wood cut, and provide market advice and assistance. (A 
nominal fee is charged for marking timber for cutting.) In addition, 
planting stock can be purchased from the DNR at cost. Equipment such as 
planting bars, pruning saws, and tree planters can be borrowed or rented 
from the DNR. 

Federal cost-sharing programs are available to landowners through 
Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service offices in most counties. 

Loading elm logs during 
salvage operation. Many 

elms killed by disease 
can be salvaged before the 

wood begins to decay. Con
sult your local forester 

for details. 
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Right: Harvesting firewood 
on state land. Below: DNR 

forester discusses black 
walnut growth with students. 

Bottom: Young snowmobiler 
on the Reno Trail. 

Under the Forest Incentives Program (FIP), and Agricultural Conservation 
Practices (ACP), landowners may share the costs of planting, pruning, 
thinning, fencing, and preparing a site for planting. 

Q .. Can a landowner whose land adjoins state forest land obtain 
assistance in building and maintaining a partition fence? 

A. Yes. Under current fencing laws, Hardwood State forest land is 
treated like private land. The state must pay equal shares in the 
construction and maintenance of a fence between state property and 
adjoining land if one or both parties want the fence. 

Q. Are there other programs which benefit rural communities? 

A. The DNR provides state aid for forest fire control. It pays a flat 
annual amount to communities plus a per run payment. (The annual rate 
is based on a fire mill rate and the value of DNR lands within the local fire 
district.) 

Under the Federal Title IV program, local fire departments have access 
to surplus federal equipment such as vehicles and pumps. They can also 
receive 50 percent reimbursement, to buy equipment for rural fire control. 

A timber marketing and utilization program promotes new and 
improved uses of timber and helps local industries utilize wood products 
while reducing waste. Foresters stand ready to help sawmills and other 
wood processors to use more of every tree and to save wood by accurately 
grading and sawing lumber. These quality and quantity improvement 
studies are made available te any wood industry upon request. 

DNR Foresters also work with local clubs, civic groups and schools to 
provide educational assistance in forest management and environment 
education. 



Backpackers in 
Frontenac 
State Park. 
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For more information about the Richard J. Dorer 
Memorial Hardwood State Forest ... or for assistance in 
managing your woodland, contact the Forestry office 
nearest you. 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Regional Forestry Office and Area 
2300 Silver Creek Rd. NE 
Rochester, MN 55901 

*District Office and Area 
Box 69, Lake City 55041 

*District Office 
Box 195, Faribault MN 55021 

*District Office and Area 
Box 278, Lewiston, MN 55952 

*District Office 
Box 72, Caledonia, MN 55921 

*District Office 
Box 212, Preston, MN 55965 

507-285-7 420 

612-345-3216 

507-334-8190 

507-523-2224 

507-724-3348 

507-765-3892 



Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry 
Box 44, Centennial Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 


